
Rockford Historic Preservation Commission 
October 17, 2008  -  8:00 AM 

North, CD Conference Room 

Rockford City Hall 
 

   

Present: Laura Bachelder, Sally Faber, David Hagney, Maureen Flanagan 

 

Absent : Ald. Doug Mark, Thomas Graceffa, Mark McInnis 

 

Staff :    Ginny Gregory, Arianne Clarke 

 

Others:  Jim Pantazelos, Losario Gonzalez, Dennis Hardesty 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 
Certificates of Appropriatenes – 904 North Prospect Street 

 

Jim Pantazelos was present with the contractor for the property, Mr. Gonzalez. Jim explained the existing garage 

was unsafe and not up to code. He also indicated the roof of the house extends over the garage. He requested 

permission to demolish the garage and rebuild it using similar materials as the house. Jim also explained he had to 

remove the siding as it contained asbestos, but replaced it with wood siding. 

 

Ginny Gregory stated she had signed off on repairs to both porches, but not the railing for the porches. Building 

standards require a landing on porches which currently doesn’t exist at this property. Jim would like to add a 4’x4’ 

porch, using a wooden railing similar to the railing already present at the house.  

 

Jim stated his desire to obtain new windows for the property, but can’t find wooden windows that fit. He 

requested using vinyl clad, double-hung windows instead. 

 

David Hagney made a MOTION to APPROVE demolishing the garage and rebuilding according to the plans 

presented at this meeting; installation of vinyl clad, double-hung windows; and rebuilding of the porches with 

railingsas submitted. Maureen Flanagan seconded the motion. The motion CARRIED by a vote of 4-0. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Certificates of Appropriateness – 1130 Greenmount Avenue 

 
Ginny explained to this Commission that Mr. Hardesty had mailed his Certificate, but it hadn’t arrived yet. She 

gave Dennis Hardesty an aerial of the house on which he drew the fence line. 

 

Mr. Hardesty stated he wasn’t aware the property was historic and already had the chain link fence installed. He 

explained he refurbishes houses and sells them to single families. He believed having a fenced in yard was 

important to being able to sell the home.  

 

Ginny informed Dennis that the City Zoning Code doesn’t allow chain link fences in the front yard, regardless of 

whether the home is historic or not. Dennis explained he was willing to remove the fence from the front yard and 

have it surround the side and back yard. He further stated he was willing to paint it black to make it more 

attractive.  
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Dennis also stated the roof was sagging and he was forced to take it out and rebuild it. He planned on using 

shingles similar to what was on the home when he purchased it. David Hagney asked what the policy was on 

fences in historic neighborhoods. Ginny read from the Design Guidelines for Historic Properties in Rockford: 

 

Chain link, louver, split rails, concrete block, basket weave, horizontal board, stockade and shadowbox design 

fences are generally not acceptable within historic districts or on landmark sites where the fence would be 

visible from a public right-of-way. Where chain link is allowed, it should be either painted or vinyl coated in 

dark brown, dark green or black. 

 

Ginny mentioned chain link fences have been allowed in back yards on prior occasions.  

 

Maureen Flanagan asked if the road behind the home was a street. Dennis replied it was an alley. The home is 

located near a cemetery, in a cul-de-sac east of North 2
nd

 Street. 

 

David Hagney asked if fence companies have been notified of this rule. Ginny didn’t believe so.  

 

Sally Faber asked Dennis how long he owned the property and if he obtained a title search. Dennis stated he did 

get a title search through Stewart Title Company, the title company HUD uses as he purchased the home through 

HUD. No one told him it was in a historic neighborhood. David asked if the home was recorded as historic. 

Maureen told him it was.  

 

David thought it necessary to educate the title companies. Dennis mentioned that Stewart Title was out of 

business, the Companies attorney from Chicago performed the closing. David Hagney noted this was the same 

title company that never informed another home owner, Jim Pantazelos. David wondered if this Committee 

should write to the County Recorder.  

 

Dennis showed a document he received at the closing that indicated the house was in a historic neighborhood. He 

stated that while at the closing he was signing several documents, and this one never stood out to him. He said 

closing was the wrong time to tell someone the house they were buying was historic. Sally Faber stated the listing 

agent should have known it was historic and it was their duty to inform any potential buyers the property was 

historic. Sally asked if this Commission could send an official letter to the Rockford Area Association of Realtors 

concerning this.  It was agreed that she and Maureen would draft one to go from the Commission to RAAR. 

 

Laura Bachelder asked Dennis if he was seeking approval for just the fence or the roof as well. Dennis replied he 

would like to get the roof finished as winter was coming. He planned on using similar asphalt materials as what 

was on the house. Laura Bachelder asked how old the house was. Dennis replied around 1920.  Maureen Flanagan 

asked if he was replacing the entire roof or just over the garage. Dennis replied just the garage. David Hagney 

asked if the pitch of the roof would be changing. Dennis replied he would keep the pitch the same.  

 

Dennis stated the trim is gray lead paint and peeling. He asked if he would be allowed to scrape and repaint the 

aluminum siding. Ginny replied that Commission rules would not prevent him from doing that.  David Hagney 

suggested going to Nicholson Hardware for technical assistance. 

 

Maureen Flanagan made a MOTION to APPROVE the chain link fence at the back of the house, painted black, 

and re-roofing the garage with shingles to match what is on the house. David Hagney seconded the motion. The 

motion CARRIED by a vote of 4-0. 
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Certificate of Appropriateness – 946 North Second Street 

 

David Hagney explained that at the back of a covered stone porch there is an air conditioning unit. Part of the 

porch is rotting and the air conditioner looks terrible there. Sections of old wood rail would be replicated in front 

of the air conditioner. He wants to rebuild the porch the same as it currently looks with a railing and continue the 

lattice work along the bottom. The current iron rail will be replaced with wood. 

 

Sally Faber made a MOTION to APPROVE the porch rebuild. Maureen Flanagan seconded the motion. Motion 

CARRIED by a vote of 3-0 (David Hagney abstained). 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:31 a.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Arianne Clarke, 

Sr. Administrative Assistant 

Community Development Department 

 

 


