Rockford Historic Preservation Commission
July 7, 2009 - 6:00 PM
Conference Room B
Rockford City Hall
Present Laura Furman, Maureen Flanagan, Mark Mcinnis, David Hagney, Doug Mark
Absent Sally Faber, Tom Graceffa,

Staff Ginny Gregory, Reid Montgomery

Others Gary Burdett, Todd Schmitt, Judy Magnuson, Jim Pantazelos

Meeting of the Rockford Historic Preservation Commission
Approval of Minutes

Mark Mclnnis made a MOTION to APPROVE the minutes for the meeting of June 2, 2009 as
submitted. The motion was seconded by Doug Mark and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Certificate of Appropriateness —403 EIm Street

Gary Burdett explained the County’s request to restore the portion of the east wall of 403 EIm
Street where a walkway connecting it to the building that had been adjacent to it was removed
when the other building was demolished. Their proposal is to have windows placed in 403 EIm
Street that match those that were installed on the rest of the building previously. He stated the
building materials, color and window size would match the original windows as closely as
possible.

Gary described the park that will go into the corner of the property. There will be a short wall
and pavers made of century-year old Freeport Street bricks. [This area lies outside the landmark
site.]

Doug Mark made a MOTION to APPROVE the Certificate of Appropriateness. The motion was
seconded by Maureen Flanagan and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.

Certificate of Appropriateness —-2929 Charles Street (East High School)

Todd Schmitt explained the Rockford School District would like to install a double-sided LED
Digital sign with red colored letters at East High School, much like the one the Commission had
approved earlier this year for Lincoln Middle School. The size of the sign would be 28"x7' with a
24"xé' viewing area. The sign will be mounted in the marquee area of the current sign. The
current sign is roughly 16 years old.
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David Hagney asked if the base of the existing sign would remain in place. Todd replied it would,
but there would be a new top fo it.

David Hagney made a MOTION to APPROVE the Certificate of Appropriateness. The motion was
seconded by Doug Mark and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.
Certificate of Appropriateness — 1134 Greenmount Street

Judy Magnuson explained the ground-floor step of her porch staircase was too high for her to
step onto so her husband created an additional step for her. Ginny stated the step may not
comply with City building codes. If the step is approved by this Commission, it would be subject
to Property Standards inspection for safety. However, they will work with Judy to find as simple a
solution as possible for her. Judy explained there are two 2"x4” wood pieces reinforcing the
step. The step was painted to match the house.

Maureen noticed the original step was 14 %", which probably wasn't up to property standards
either.

Maureen Flanagan made a MOTION to APPROVE the Certificate of Appropriateness, subject to
Code Enforcement Property Standards inspection. The motion was seconded by David Hagney
and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.

OLD BUSINESS

Update on Violations — 904 North Prospect Sireet

Ginny indicated this property was in Court last week. Jim Pantazelos apologized for placing
doors on the building without Commission approval. He needed to secure the building as all the
materials outside the building had been stolen. He indicated he placed 3" vinyl siding on the
garage but was required to remove it as it wasn't an approved material. He further stated the
siding that was approved by this Commission had been stolen.

Ginny explained the purpose for his appearance tonight was three doors that needed to be
reviewed and a garage door. Ginny reminded the Commission the old garage had been
demolished and the new garage built with a Certificate of Appropriateness. She showed the
Commission pictures of the house with and without the metal doors. Jim indicated the doors
would be painted to match the siding of the house, and can be painted to look like wood grain.

Laura indicated the Historic Preservation Guidelines state no metal doors would be allowed.
Ginny read the following from the Guidelines:

New door design should not replace original doors at the front entrance or side
enfrances that are readily visible from the street. Doors which are missing should be
replaced with new doors appropriate for the style and period of the building and
should be similar to the original style, material and lightness. Metal doors are generally
considered inappropriate on historic buildings. New doors should be compatible with
the existing porch shape, location, pattern, size and material.
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Laura stated the metal doors are specifically stated to be inappropriate in the Guidelines for the
style house at 904 North Prospect Street.

David asked how long the metal doors have been in the house. Jim replied over a month now.
He asked if there was a different set of doors on the house when the Commission met in April.
Jim believed the doors were the same.

David asked if the Certificate of Appropriateness approved during a prior Commission meeting
specified any building material for the doors or garage door. Ginny indicated the April
Certificate did not include any doors and did not specify building materials for the garage
doors. Jim indicated the storm doors on the side and back were made of metal, similar to what
he installed but his doors had a design in the glass. Ginny indicated she first communicated the
metal doors to the Commission in February of this year.

Mark Mclnnis made a MOTION to DENY the Cerfificate of Appropriateness to retain the three
metal house doors at 904 North Prospect as they do not meet the Guidelines. The motion was
seconded by David Hagney and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.

Ginny informed the Commission Jim was required back in Court on July 27, 2009 to show that he
has worked on the violations against the property. She asked if Jim brought any alternatives for
the three house doors. Jim indicated he would be wiling to place wooden doors on the house
and asked if panels or windows would be allowed. Doug replied glass is allowed and suggested
Jim look around the Brown Hills neighborhood for ideas. Laura indicated the doors would need
to be paneled and not flat doors.

Doug Mark made a MOTION to APPROVE the Certificate of Appropriateness to install three
wooden, paneled house doors, subject to the Guidelines and appropriate for the period of the
house. The Commission indicated Ginny Gregory could approve the final choice of doors and
windows in the doors could be allowed. The motion was seconded by Maureen Flanagan and
CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.

Ginny mentioned the design of the garage and garage door was approved in October 2008,
but no material for the garage door was discussed. She stated the guidelines indicate wood
paneled garage doors be used, but metal doors have been approved in the past. She believed
a solid metal garage door with no windows would be appropriate.

David asked how much the metal garage doors cost. Jim replied approximately $800.

Maureen Flanagan made a MOTION to APPROVE the Certificate of Appropriateness for a metal
garage door with raised panels but no wood grain or windows. The motion was seconded by
Mark Mclnnis and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.

Update on Violations — 400 block of Kishwaukee Street

Ginny stated the two smaller houses have been painted and showed photos of the houses as of
July 7th. Maureen asked if the homes were habitable. Ginny didn’'t know but mentioned the
insides were not a concern of this Commission. She indicated the property owner would
continue to report to this Commission on his progress.

Set a public hearing date for the nomination of 500-518 Fisher Avenue
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The public hearing for the nomination of 500-518 Fisher Avenue, commonly known as the
Valencia Apartments, for listing on the National Register of Historic Places will be on August 4,
2009 during the next Commission meeting. Ginny indicated Susan Benjamin, the consultant who
prepared the nomination, will be at the hearing with a presentation.

STAFF REPORT

Ginny explained she sent the Commission members the zoning map amendment to create the
cultural overlay district because it includes four of the local historic districts. She asked if the
Commission wanted to make any comments regarding the amendment. She suggested the
historic homes in the new cultural overlay district would still need to abide by Historic
Preservation Commission Guidelines. The Commission agreed to her suggestion. Maureen
wanted to make sure this was clear up front before anything was signed.

Ginny received a call from Landmarks lllinois with a suggestion to nominate the Garrison School
project for Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Preservation Award. Bill Morrissey requested a lefter
from the Commission supporting the nomination. The Commission approved the letter of support
Ginny drafted.

Ginny and Rick May, the Commercial Development Coordinator, had a conference call with
Landmarks lllinois and the Chicago office of the National Trust to discuss the Midway Theatre.
There is a group frying to generate some interest in redevelopment of the Midway Theatre with a
Facebook page. Landmarks lllinois and the National Trust offered to post the Midway on their
websites for buildings that are for sale. Unfortunately, there were no other real options that
might yield results in this case.

Mark stated the School Board changed the enfrance to their administration building on South
Madison Street. Ginny explained the property was in the National Register district but not the
local district and therefore was not subject to this Commission’s guidelines. Mark didn't believe
the ramp railing was ADA compliant. Ginny wasn't sure if they were subject to City ordinances
as public schools are immune to City ordinances but would check on it.

Mark asked Ginny to check into the bright lights in the parking lot at nFactor as well.

With no further business, Doug Mark made a MOTION fto adjourn. The motion was seconded by
Maureen and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0.

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.



