

October 15, 2010


Mr. Don West								Ms. Deborah Orr
Environmental Management Support, Inc.				EPA Region V
8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 500					77 West Jackson Boulevard
Silver Spring, MD 20910						Chicago, IL  60604-3507

Dear Mr. West and Ms. Orr:

The City of Rockford is pleased to submit our application to the USEPA for a $200,000 Cleanup Grant for the Depot Site at 815 South Main Street. This property is City-owned and includes what was once a passenger depot for the Illinois Central Railroad and Amtrak on a 2.5 acre site.  This site is located within an economically distressed area of the City and adjacent to the Tinker Cottage Museum Park and Kent Creek.  The City has conducted environmental site assessments and found that in order to redevelop this site for a new Amtrak station, the asbestos in the existing structure and soil contamination need to be addressed.  The cleanup dollars provided by the requested grant will provide the City with the catalyst to begin to redevelop this site into a new Amtrak station and increase the potential for private development in this area. Nearby Brownfield properties are more likely to be redeveloped as a result of this catalyst, especially the vacant WA Whitney building across South Main Street and other rail yard properties in the immediate vicinity. This is also an important step in the development of the long planned Davis-Pec Path linking the existing Davis Park with the Pecatonica Prairie Path.

This site is adjacent to the main line of the Canadian National Railway, Kent Creek and Tinker Cottage Museum Park, but it is currently a detriment to these assets because the depot structure and site have been vacant and deteriorating for almost 30 years.   Our goal is to redevelop this site through the removal of this vacant building, environmental cleanup of the site, construction of a new Amtrak station and parking area, and providing the Davis–Pec Pathway connection through this site in a way that will bring pedestrian activity and enhance the adjacent public park amenity, Tinker Cottage Museum Park, with both active and passive uses.  

We hope to create a critical mass that will also include a Metra station for commuter service to Chicago in the future.


Very truly yours,


Lawrence J. Morrissey
Mayor, City of Rockford

LJM/ss




	

a. Applicant Identification:  City of Rockford, 425 East State Street, Rockford, Illinois, 61104

b. Applicant DUNS Number: 136666174


c. Funding Requested: 
i. Grant Type:  Cleanup Grant
ii. Federal Funds Requested: $200,000
iii. Contamination: Hazardous Substances 

d. Location:  City of Rockford, Winnebago County, State of Illinois

e. Property Name and address: Depot Site, 815 S. Main Street, Rockford ,              Illinois, 61102


f. Contacts:
i. Project Director: Wayne Dust, AICP, Planning Administrator
Department of Community and Economic Development 
425 East State Street, Rockford, Illinois 61104
P: 815.987.5636    F: 815.967.6933 
       Email: wayne.dust@rockfordil.gov

ii. Chief Executive:	Mayor Lawrence J. Morrissey
425 East State Street, Rockford, Illinois 61104
P: 815.987.5590     F: 815. 967.6952   
Email: susan.skinner@rockfordil.gov	

g. Date Submitted:    October 15, 2010

h. Project Period:  October 2011 – September 2014

i. Population:    150,115 (2000 Census)



	






