
ROCKFORD TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 

 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009, 6:00 PM 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mr. George Zawislak at 6:00 PM. 
 
Members Present 
Mr. George Zawislak, Chairman 
Mr. Fred Lierman, Vice Chairman 
Mrs. Cedonia Ahlstrand 
Mr. Dock Ward  
Mr. Leland Carlson 
Mr. Frank Schmitt, Rockford Fire Department 
Lieutenant Dane Person, Rockford Police Department 
Mr. Gregg Wilson, Transportation, School District 205 
Mr. Jonah Katz, Planning Division, Community Development Department 
Mr. Jeremy Carter, Public Works Department 
 
Members Absent 
Mr. Gary McIntyre, Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
Mr. Ron Muzzarelli, Rockford Mass Transit District 
Alderman Franklin Beach, 10th Ward 
 
Also Present 
Alderman Karen Elyea, 11th Ward 
Mrs. Nanette Johnson, 2011 15th Ave 61104 
Mrs. Jori Peterson, 2116 16th Ave 61104 
Mrs. Jenna LaFave, 1003 Starview Dr 61108 
 
The minutes of the last regular meeting held on September 9, 2009, were approved as submitted.  
 
The Traffic Commission approved the following items: 
 
1. Request from Alderman Mark, 3rd Ward for stop sign control at the intersection of 16th 

Street and 17th Avenue.  (Residents discussed accident history and nearby school.  Mr. 
Lierman explained potential issues of approving an unwarranted stop sign. Commission 
recommended approval of 2-way yield with 16th Street yielding for 17th Avenue. Motion by 
L. Carlson, seconded by G. Wilson. Voted 9-1). 
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2. Request from Jenna LaFave, 1003 Starview Drive, 61108, for yield or stop sign control at 

the intersection of Carol Court and Starview Drive. (Ms. LaFave discussed  nearby school, 
heavy vehicle and pedestrian traffic at this intersection. Commission recommended 
approval of 3-way stop. Motion by F. Lierman, seconded by F. Schmitt. Voted 10-0). 

 
3. Request from staff to remove the existing “cross traffic” warning signs at the uncontrolled 

intersection of Green Street and Stanley Street and replace with yield or stop sign control. 
(Discussed that the use of “cross traffic” signs are out of date and yield signs are now used 
for that purpose.  Some discussion of having Stanley Street yielding for Green Street. 
Commission recommended approval of 2-way yield with Green Street yielding for Stanley 
Street. Motion by F. Lierman, seconded by C. Ahlstrand. Voted 10-0). 

 
4. Request from staff to repeal the 2-way stop sign control and replace with 4-way stop sign 

control at the intersection of Court Street and Fisher Avenue. (Discussed that four way stop 
was current posted as part of construction from earlier in year.  Discussion that 4-way stop 
appears to be functioning. Motion by F. Lierman, seconded by G. Wilson. Voted 10-0). 

 
5. Request from staff to review the mid-block crosswalk in the 2300 block of North Rockton 

Avenue. (Discussed that crosswalk currently was in place, but not on books.  Discussion of 
surrounding facilities, that some users of crosswalk were physically challenged and need 
for better advance warning.  Motion by F. Lierman, seconded by F. Schmitt. Voted 10-0). 

 
The Traffic Commission took “No Action” on the following item: 
 
1. Request from Alderman Thompson-Kelly, 7th Ward, to repeal the existing 2-way stop and 

change to 4-way stop sign control at the intersection of Chestnut Street and Henrietta 
Avenue. (Discussion that item had been reviewed and new information had not been given. 
Motion by D. Ward, seconded by F. Lierman.  Voted 10-0). 

 
2. Request from Alderman Thompson-Kelly, 7th Ward, for yield or stop sign control at the 

intersection of Andrews Street and Soper Avenue. (Discussion that item had been reviewed 
and new information had not been given. Motion by D. Ward, seconded by F. Lierman. 
Voted 10-0). 

 
3. Request from Dwitisha White, 1704 S. 5th Street, 61104, and Jennifer Kletz, 1703 S. 5th 

Street, 61104, for stop sign control at the intersection of South 5th Street and 16th Avenue. 
(Discussion that visibility is good and the three accidents were hit and run. Motion by F. 
Lierman, seconded by L. Carlson. Voted 10-0). 

 
4. Request from Alderman Beck, 12th Ward, to repeal the existing 2-way stop sign control and 

replace with 3-way stop sign control at the intersection of Landstrom Rd and Bradley Rd. 
(Discussion of history of intersection, traffic not obeying signage and low traffic volume 
from the east. J. Carter discussed that he believed “right turn no stop” signage was unclear. 
Motion by F. Lierman, seconded by D. Person. Voted 9-1). 
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5. Request from Rebecca Erickson, 1315 Yonge Street, 61103, to repeal the existing yield sign 
control at the intersection of Latham Street and Yonge Street and replace with stop sign 
control. (Discussion of low traffic volume and equal traffic splits. Motion by F. Lierman, 
seconded by D. Ward. Voted 10-0). 

 
Other items: 
 
1. Review of minutes from the October 5, 2009 Codes & Regulations Committee minutes. (At 

the request of the Codes and Regulation Committee (C&R), J. Carter discussed concerns 
expressed by the C&R at the October 5th meeting.  J. Carter explained that requests can 
come from members of neighborhood groups and that C&R believes Traffic Commission 
should consider other items besides just accidents and traffic volumes.  Traffic Commission 
discussed how if there are other circumstances, those should be presented to Traffic 
Commission by either Alderman or Neighborhood Group, in the form of either letters or 
appearing before Traffic Commission.  Traffic Commission discussed liability of 
unwarranted signage.  Discussion of having a member of Traffic Commission presenting 
warrants and factors that can be considered as part of review to C&R.) 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:04 PM. Motion by L. Carlson, seconded by L. Carlson. 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held:  
Wednesday, November 18, 2009 6:00 PM 
 
Rockford City Hall 
425 East State Street 
2nd floor, Conference Room A 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeremy A. Carter, P.E. 
Recording Secretary 


