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City of Rockford Public Works Water Department Receives Top 

Recognitions at WATERCON; Releases Water Video 
 

ROCKFORD, Ill. – City of Rockford Public Works Department staff were honored at the 
Illinois Section American Water Works Annual (ISAWWA) Conference and Expo 
(WATERCON) which was held this week in Springfield, IL. 
 
WATERCON addresses the "total water" cycle, stormwater management, wastewater 
treatment, potable water treatment and water reuse, and provides a forum for attendees to 
share best practices with their peers and discuss challenges with the water industry. 
 
Water treatment supervisor, Kyle Saunders, was presented with the Illinois Section AWWA 
YP Excellence Award. The Illinois Section AWWA YP Excellence Award was established to 
recognize the contributions of young/new members whose service and achievements are 
exceptional for their years of experience. The award is given annually to one member of the 
organization who has demonstrated an active commitment to the organization and the 
profession as a whole.  
 
Under Kyle’s leadership as chair of the ISAWWA Young Professionals Committee, the 
committee has achieved a high level of participation and continues to grow. Saunders is noted 
for his excellent delegation skills and providing opportunities for committee members to 
meaningfully contribute to ISAWWA. During his tenure, the committee has planned a 
number of social and educational events, including current planning efforts of a wastewater 
plant tour aligned with ISAWWA's Total Water Mission. He has arranged a series of 
interactive sessions in which seasoned professionals share insights regarding their career 
development with the YP committee. Saunders also attended the “You Make a Difference” 
leadership retreat during the summer of 2015, where he was an active contributor to group 
activities and goal-setting. Previously, Kyle presented at WATERCON 2015 and played an 
important role in helping other YP and student members engage in WATERCON activities.  
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“Kyle is a knowledgeable and dynamic young professional with an extremely positive and 
professional demeanor when interacting with other members, and water professionals 
throughout Illinois,” stated Ashley Bernard, the city’s water operations manager. “The City of 
Rockford and the ISAWWA are truly fortunate to have a consummate young professional 
like Kyle.” 
 
Michael Montana, senior engineering technician, was awarded first place in the 2016 
WATERCON Poster Competition. The subject of the competition can range from GIS 
mapping, managing water accounts, or a host of many other diverse challenges facing today’s 
public water utilities. Montana’s submission, “Rockford’s Aging Infrastructure,” included the 
challenges the water utility will face as it begins a new era of replacing some of the oldest 
water mains in the city’s system. With this win, Michael’s poster moves on to the National 
AWWA poster competition that will take place Tuesday, June 21, 2016 in Chicago, IL. 
 
“Michael did an outstanding job and his victory was well deserved,” said Greg Cassaro, 
interim water superintendent.  
 
The public works water division recently released an informational video that showcases and 
details the many facets involved in the city’s water utility that allows the city to bring water 
to each customer’s point of use. The video covers several aspects involved in the delivery of 
clean, safe water including well production, lab sampling and testing, distribution 
maintenance and repair, fire safety precautions, and customer meters and services. The video 
may be viewed by visiting the city’s Vimeo page at https://vimeo.com/160257554 or website, 
rockfordil.gov. 
 
Cassaro concludes, “We are very proud of all of our employee’s efforts each and every day. 
The video is a self-standing testament of the accomplishments of all city staff.”       
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