
ROCKFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING 
420 West State Street 

Rockford, Illinois 61101-1288 
815-966-2900 

IMPORTANT:  This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may 
contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of 
this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone, and 
return the original message to us at the above address via the United States Postal Service.  Thank you.  IF THERE 
ARE ANY PROBLEMS WITH THIS TRANSMISSION, PLEASE CALL:  815-987-5839.   

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CHET EPPERSON 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

 
ARREST RELEASE 

 
DATE & TIME 05/23/13 4:03 PM 
 
Bureau:  Investigative Services Bureau 
 

Authorized Supervisor: Lt.  Marc Welsh 

Phone: (815)967-6976 

Incident: Predatory Criminal Sexual Assault arrest 

 

MESSAGE
On January 25th, 2013, members of the Rockford Police Department began an 
investigation into the Criminal Sexual Assault of a child.  Rockford Police Detectives 
conducted follow up investigation into the incident.   
 
The facts of the investigation were reviewed by the Winnebago County State’s 
Attorney’s Office.  The following charges were authorized: 
 
Jeffrey D. Lawson, 55 years of age, Rockford, Illinois 
Predatory Criminal Sexual Assault (3 counts) 
Criminal Sexual Assault (2 counts) 
 
An arrest warrant was obtained for Lawson by Rockford Police Detectives.  The bond 
was set at $500,000.   
 
On May 23rd, 2013 around 3:00 PM, Rockford Police Detectives arrested Lawson on the 
arrest warrant in downtown Rockford.   
 
The charges against Lawson are merely accusations.  He is presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.   
 
A photograph of Lawson is attached to this media release.    


