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CITY RESPONDS TO PB&PA DEMAND  
TO BOARD OF FIRE & POLICE COMMISSIONERS 

 

Rockford, IL – Rockford Mayor Larry Morrissey today responded to the Police 

Benevolent & Protective Association Unit 6 (PB&PA) demand that Police Chief Chet 

Epperson be investigated for his conduct during an October 30, 2013 welfare check to 

the home of NAACP President Lloyd Johnston. 

  

“On October 30 last year, Chief Epperson received a call from Mr. Johnston whom he 

knew from past dealings with him as President of the NAACP. Mr. Johnston was 

concerned about the Rockford Police response during a welfare check happening 

then at his home.   

 

During the course of the conversation with Mr. Johnston, the Chief responded that he 

would send a supervisor to the scene.  Rockford police officers remained on the scene 

until the supervisor appeared.  The sole debate in this matter is on the difference of 

opinion as to whether Chief Epperson asked that the responding officers leave the 

scene instead of waiting there for the supervisor. Nobody debates the fact that Chief 

Epperson immediately requested a supervisor on scene. There simply is no issue here. 

The supervisor handled the concerns of both Mr. Johnston and the officers on the 

scene.  The situation was handled. No criminal activity occurred. No arrests were 

made.  

 

Chief Epperson acted appropriately.  Sending a supervisor to respond in an attempt to 

de-escalate a potentially volatile situation is standard procedure designed to protect 

both City Police Officers and the public,” the Mayor stated. 

  

In a letter to the Fire and Police Commission dated June 4, 2014, the Terry Peterson, 

president of the PB&PA requested that the Fire and Police Commission conduct an 
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informal investigation into the matter.  In the event that the Commission does not 

decide to conduct an investigation, the PB&PA attached a formal complaint against 

Chief Epperson. 

  

“It is unfortunate that the union leadership continues to focus on the non-issue of Mr. 

Johnston's interaction with the Police on October 30 of last year," Mayor Morrissey 

added.  This simply is not news. Even worse, it's a distraction from the fine work of 

our Police Department which has been effective so far this year working with the 

Winnebago County Violent Crime Task Force helping to reduce violent crime. I 

support Chief Epperson. We will continue to focus on reducing violent crime in our 

community and avoid distractions that detract from that goal.  

 

As this matter is under the jurisdiction of the Fire and Police Commission the City of 

Rockford will defer any comments regarding the procedure for review of the PB&PA 

complaint.   
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