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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT CELEBRATION
August 6, 2013 at Booker Washington Center, 524 Kent Street

ROCKFORD - The public is invited to attend National Night Out, a free evening of
fun and food being held on Tuesday, August 6, from 5 to 9 p.m., at Booker
Washington Center, 524 Kent Street. Residents can enjoy activities, get to know their
neighbors, and be part of a national effort to send a message to criminals that
neighborhoods are organized and fighting back for safer and better communities.

National Night Out is a year-long community building campaign designed to heighten
crime prevention awareness, generate support for and participation in local anticrime
programs, and strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships.

The Rockford Police Department is partnering with The Fabulous Fifth Ward's to
host this city wide, family friendly event. The Community Partners in the 5th
Ward are looking forward to having you share this event with them.

Local elected and appointed officials will be joined by members of the Rockford
Police and Fire Departments, the Rockford Park District, Neighborhood Network and
a league of volunteers. Activities include K-9 and Bomb Squad robot demonstrations,
food and refreshments, contests, giveaways and live music.

Chief Epperson wishes to thank the many volunteers that make this evening possible.
“National Night Out, like many of our Police-Community partnerships, is possible
because of committed, hard-working volunteers. We would like to thank them all,



including our Citizens Assisting Police (CAP) volunteers and many Firth Ward
neighbors.” Chief Epperson indicates that “National Night Out event is sponsored by
the City of Rockford, Target, and the Rockford Park District, with assistance from
Booker Washington Center and donations by many area businesses.” "National Night
Out is a great way to showcase our many community partnerships and our shared
efforts to improve our City," stated Mayor Morrissey.

Cyndie Hall, Executive Director of Neighborhood Network, states that “National
Night Out is a great opportunity to come together and celebrate the efforts being
made to help make our community a better place, but it shouldn’t be about just one
night of the year. If you can’t attend the event at Booker Washington, please leave
your porch light on, help host a block party or cookout, or just take a walk and pick
up trash and talk to your neighbors. We can make great things happen when we
work together.”

National Night Out will be held at Booker Washington Center, 524 Kent Street. The
public is encouraged to attend.



