
 

 
 

SOUTH MAIN GROUNDBREAKING KICKS OFF TRANSFORMATIONAL ROAD PROJECT 
 

Phase I of South Main begins to take shape! 

 

WHAT The Illinois Department of Transportation and the City of Rockford invites you to 

the official kick-off for the First Phase of the South Main Street Reconstruction 

Project. 

 

WHEN Monday, August 12, 2013 at 11:30 a.m. 

 

WHERE Laredo Liquors – 1634 S. Main Street 

 Parking available on Graham and Rock streets 

 

PHOTO OP Following a short press conference, city and state officials and South Main Street 

stakeholders will cut the ribbon on the demolition equipment and begin the 

demolition of Laredo Liquors. 

 

 Immediately following the demolition, press will be invited to the construction area 

on the east bank of the Morgan Street Bridge to get shots of the deck concrete pour.   

 

PARTNERS Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT); City of Rockford,; Rockford Park 

District; SWIFFT and partner agencies such as RMTD, RMAP and local 

neighborhood associations and all corridor stakeholders. 

 

  

Excellence Everywhere 



ABOUT THE SOUTH MAIN STREET PROJECT: 

 

 
 The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) is the lead agency for the project.  IDOT has 

separated the project into two sections: Cedar Street to Pond Avenue (northern section); and, 
Beltline Road to just north of Harrison Avenue (south). 

 The project consists of pavement removal, excavation, roadway re-alignment, PCC pavement, HMA 
pavement, curb and gutter, landscaped median, multi-use path and sidewalk construction, storm 
sewer installation, landscaping, street lighting, traffic signal modernization and interconnection, 
pavement markings, erosion control, maintenance of traffic and all other necessary items to 
complete the improvements.   

 The northern section will be reconstructed with some portions on new alignment. The improvement 
will provide right and left turn lanes at intersections, as well as bike path connections. This Illinois Jobs 
Now project is estimated to cost approximately $20 million, and is also funded in the State’s FY 2012 
program. 

 A significant portion of the northern section (Pond to Loomis Street) will be converted from a four 
lane cross section to a five lane cross section that will include landscaped medians.  Some cross 
streets will be converted to right-in/right-out access points throughout this section. 

 The southern section will be a combination of reconstruction and resurfacing and repair, with the 
Harrison & South Main intersection being completely reconstructed.  Curb and gutter and median 
repairs will also be made in this section.  This Illinois Jobs Now improvement is estimated to cost $13.5 
million, and is funded in the State’s FY 2012 program. 

 Initial work began on the project the week of June 3rd between Pond Street and Knowlton Street with 
traffic control and pre-stage work.   

 The City is also making significant improvements throughout the corridor as part of the larger 
transportation program as well as efforts to revitalize the area.  Approximately $5.9 million in 
improvements are planned that include new water main, lighting system, landscaping, parking lots, 
sidewalks, and multi-use paths.  Funding sources for this work include sales taxes generated via the 
1% Infrastructure Sales Tax and the Water Replacement & Improvement Account (WRIA).   

 IDOT began portions of the improvements on the south section at the end of 2012, and have been 
making utility relocations throughout 2013.  The City has also begun making some water main 
improvements.  The City has also begun work with ComEd for the relocation of the overhead utilities 
off of the right-of-way.   

 It is anticipated that significant construction will start at the beginning of the construction season in 
spring 2014 and last through 2015.  The project will be constructed under traffic, which will allow for 
one lane of traffic in each direction to function throughout the construction process.   
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