KEEP IN MIND...

Do not give money to Panhandlers!
This will only encourage further
behavior. Do not go into your wallet
or purse in front of the panhandler.

It is not illegal to ask for money, but it
is illegal to aggressively beg or
intimidate a passerby, to intentionally
touch or cause physical contact, to
follow or persist in begging after a
negative response has been given or
obstruct a pedestrian or vehicular
traffic.

Panhandling is prohibited during
evening hours after sunset and
before sunrise.

Panhandling is prohibited during
daylight hours:

At a bus stop

In a side walk café

In any public parking garage.
Within 20 feet of an ATM.

Within 20 feet of a church or
place of worship.

e When panhandlers are in a group
of two (2) or more people.

For further, see City of
Rockford Ordinance
Sec. 19-32.

ANYONE WHO FEELS
THREATENED, OR
INTIMIDATED
SHOULD CALL THE
POLICE AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE

1. Give a description of
the panhandler.
Location of occurrence.
Time of occurrence.
Direction of travel.

Be willing to assist
police with prosecution

LN

if necessary.

NON - EMERGENCY NUMBER
981-5800

EMERGENCY NUMBER
]

WEB SITE

www.rockford.il.us/goverment/police
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PANHANDLING IS A PROBLEM

BE AWARE, ALERT,
CONFIDENT, AND PREPARED
TO ACT.

e You are entitled to your space
and do not have to be
intimidated or harassed.

eDo not give money to
panhandlers.

e Panhandling for drugs and
alcohol is common.

e Acknowledge a panhandler
with @ nod and answer the
request for money by saying
“no”, then walk away. Don't
get angry or feel guilty.

eYou may also chose not to
speak to the panhandler at all,
which is okay as long as you
have a well thought out plan
on how vyou wil conduct
yourself in maintaining your
confidence during this
situation.

SOME PLOYS USED BY
PANHANDLERS USE.

o My wife is sick or pregnant and
| need money for....

e|I’'m out of gas, can you spare
some change....

eCan you spare some change
for something to eat, | haven'’t
eaten for days....

UTILIZE THE “BUDDY SYSTEM”
WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

Whether you are shopping or at
work; try to go with a friend.
Panhandlers tend to avoid
groups because it is difficult to
engage one person and
persuade them into giving them
money. Also, you cannot be
easily harassed or intimidated by
the panhandler when you are
with others.

HELP IS THERE FOR THOSE
WHO WANT IT.

The City of Rockford and
Winnebago County have several
Agencies and Social Services
who offer assistance to those in
need. Many of them accept
donations.

Services offered include the
following:

e Meals

Shelter

Counseling

Health Care

Employment

Giving money to panhandlers is
not the answer.

PLEASE FIND ANOTHER WAY
TO GIVE.




