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RATS
Rockford Area Transportation Study
Metropolitan Planning Organization
City of Rockford, Public Works Department
425 East State Street, Rockford, IL  61104

POLICY COMMITTEE
Mayor Lawrence J. Morrissey, City of Rockford
Mayor Darryl F. Lindberg, City of Loves Park

Board Chairman Scott H. Christiansen, Winnebago County
President Linda M. Vaughn, Village of Machesney Park

Mayor Frederic C. Brereton, City of Belvidere
Board Chairman Catherine H. Ward, Boone County
Deputy Director George F. Ryan, Illinois Department

of Transportation, Region 2

CALL FOR PROJECTS

JOB ACCESS AND REVERSE COMMUTE (JARC) and
NEW FREEDOM PROGRAMS

To:  All Interested Parties

From:  The Rockford Area Transportation Study

Notice is hereby given that the Rockford Area Transportation Study (RATS), the federally-designated Metropolitan
Planning Organization for the Rockford Urban and Metropolitan area, is seeking projects for both Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) Funding Sections 5316 and 5317, respectively Job Access and Reverse Commute Funds and
New Freedom funds. RATS coordinates publicly funded transportation planning and improvements among the various
jurisdictions in Winnebago and Boone Counties.

Projects for these funding sources must be developed from and address identified transit gaps and needs as cited in
the RATS Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan (HSTP).
The draft plan is available on the City of Rockford website at
http://rockfordil.gov/government/works/index.cfm?section=planning&id=977 or you can receive a copy by contacting
RATS staff.  RATS staff contact information is provided below.

The following is a brief description of what each funding source supports:

The goal of the Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) program is to improve access to transportation services to
employment and employment related activities for welfare recipients and eligible low-income individuals and to
transport residents of urbanized areas and non-urbanized areas to suburban locations. The program requires
coordination of Federally assisted programs and services in order to make the most efficient use of Federal resources.

The New Freedom formula grant program aims to provide additional tools to overcome existing barriers facing
Americans with disabilities seeking integration into the work force and full participation in society.  The New Freedom
formula grant program seeks to reduce barriers to transportation services and to expand the transportation mobility
options available to people with disabilities beyond the requirements of the ADA of 1990.

For more information including eligible activities, etc for JARC and New Freedom programs, please refer to FTA
Circulars: FTA C 9050.1 (JARC) and FTA C 9035.1 (New Freedom).  These circulars can be obtained through the
FTA webpage http://www.fta.dot.gov/laws/leg_reg_circulars_guidance.html or by contacting the FTA at (202) 366-
4043 or (800) 877-8339 (TTY).
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Applicants seeking consideration for these funds are required to submit a proposal, which details the following:

GENERAL INFORMATION
• Name of the Agency Applying
• Name of the Project
• Overview of the project which includes the coverage
   area as well as the type of service to be provided

PROJECT RELATIONSHIP TO IDENTIFIED TRANSIT NEEDS
AND GAPS LISTED WITHIN THE RATS HSTP
• Specify which identified need or gap is to be addressed by the proposed project
• List what target populations will benefit from this project (i.e. elderly individuals, individuals with disabilities,

individuals with low income).
• Identify which funding source, either JARC or NEW Freedom, from which the proposed project will be derived from
• Identify how the target population will benefit from this proposed service

ANTICIPIATED PROJECT SCHEDULE
• Detail project phasing (i.e. intended duration of the project as well as implementation schedule)
• Detail the costs of the projects

∗ Projects that will apply for JARC funding must provide services to at least one of areas listed in the HSTP which
are CherryVale Mall, the Machesney Park Industrial Centers, Boone County/City of Belvidere or East State Street
in Rockford, IL.

Selection criteria for potential projects can be obtained by visiting the City of Rockford website or by contacting RATS
staff: Contact information is listed below.

Proposed projects can be submitted by contacting RATS staff through the U.S. mail, e-mailing or faxing project
proposals. Also, applicants could present the proposed project (which includes the above mentioned proposal items in
hard copy format) at the RATS Mobility Subcommittee meeting, which will take place on December 11th, 2007 at
10:00am at the YWCA of Rockford (4990 E. State Street, Rockford, IL 61108). Comments can also be made at the
RATS Technical Committee meeting on December 20th, 2007 which will be held at 10:00 am at Loves Park City Hall
(100 Heart Blvd. Loves Park, IL 61111) or at any of the four open houses listed below.
.

Dates and Locations
December 5th, 2007 December 5th, 2007 December 6th, 2007 December 6th, 2007

11:00am-1:30pm 3:30pm-6:30pm 11:00am-1:30pm 3:30pm-6:30pm

Rockford Mass Transit District Village of Machesney Park Boone County Council on Aging The Workforce Connection

Conference Room, 2nd Floor
520 Mulberry

Rockford, IL 61101

300 Machesney Park Rd
Machesney Park, IL 61115

2141 Henry Luckow Lane
Belvidere, IL  61008

3134 11th Street
Classroom #4

Rockford, IL 61109

The RATS HSTP is to be tentatively adopted by the RATS Policy Committee at their meeting on January 24th, 2008

Projects to be considered for JARC and New Freedom funding must be submitted to the Rockford Area Transportation
Study no later than 5:00PM on December 28th, 2007.

Jon Paul Diipla, Transportation Planner                                                                   Gary W. McIntyre, RATS Planner
City of Rockford / RATS City of Rockford / RATS
425 East State Street, Rockford, IL  61104 425 East State Street, Rockford, IL  61104
815/987-5628 (voice); 815/967-7058 (fax) 815/987-5638 (voice); 815/967-7058 (fax)
email: jonpaul.diipla@rockfordil.gov email: gary.mcintyre@rockfordil.gov



JOB ACCESS AND REVERSE COMMUTE PROJECT CRITERIA  (JARC)
Project Evaluation Criteria YES NO

Project addresses a transportation gap or need as identified in the RATS Human Services Transportation Plan

(If "Yes" then continue with scoring sheet.  If "No" project is not eligible for funding)

Project Evaluation Criteria Maximum
Points

Points
Awarded

Project increases mobility options for target population

 Increases service levels (hours of day/ days of week)    (5)
 Expanded/ new service to targeted population   (5)
 Introduces mobility management techniques  (5)

15

Project links high concentrations of the targeted population with key destinations, activity centers, or key
employers or concentrations of employers  10

Project identifies one or more local funding sources and evidences those sources are committed to supplying
the necessary local match for the duration of the project.

 Strong Evidence of local match, no TRC requested (20)
 Some evidence of local match, some TRC requested (15)
 No evidence of  local match, TRC needed to implement project but good faith effort put forward to obtain local

funds (10)
 No evidence of local match, TRC needed to implement project no effort to put forward to obtain local funds (0)

20

Project expands on an existing successful pilot project or otherwise provides continued operating funding for
an existing service.

 Existing project achieved projected ridership (20)
 Ridership has increased (compared to pre-project ridership) but has not achieved projected ridership (10)
 Marketing plan to increase ridership to targeted groups (5)

20

Project is derived from a listed strategy within the RATS HSTP or displays innovation 10

Project utilizes or coordinates with existing public and private human service agency transportation providers
or existing public / private transportation providers; or reflects partnerships with non-transit entities and/or
private non-profit / for-profit operators

10

Project promotes likely economic opportunities for persons with low income. 10

Project will be operational within a reasonable timeframe

Project is operational within
 6 months (20)
 6-12 months (10)
 over 12 months (5)

20

Agency personnel or contractors are qualified and have appropriate experience to implement project.

 Agency and/or contractor qualifications and experience (including key personnel) demonstrate that they have the
technical and managerial capabilities and experience to conduct the project/operate the service

 10+ years experience (15)
 5+ years experience  (10)
 1+ years experience  (0)

15

Estimate the number of trips that will be generated by the project for the target population

 500 or more new customers (20)
 100-500 new customers (10)
 0-100 new customers (5)

20

.TOTAL 150



NEW FREEDOM PROJECT CRITERIA
Project Evaluation Criteria YES NO

Project addresses a transportation gap or need as identified in the RATS Human Services Transportation Plan

(If "Yes" then continue with scoring sheet.  If "No" project is not eligible for funding)

Project Evaluation Criteria Maximum
Points

Points
Awarded

Project increases mobility options for target population

 Increases service levels (hours of day/ days of week)    (5)
 Expanded/ new service to targeted population   (5)
 Introduces mobility management techniques  (5)

15

Project links high concentrations of the targeted population with key destinations, activity centers, or key
employers or concentrations of employers 10

Project identifies one or more local funding sources and evidences those sources are committed to supplying the
necessary local match for the duration of the project.

 Strong Evidence of local match, no TRC requested (20)
 Some evidence of local match, some TRC requested (15)
 No evidence of  local match, TRC needed to implement project but good faith effort put forward to obtain local

funds (10)
 No evidence of local match, TRC needed to implement project no effort to put forward to obtain local funds (0)

20

Project expands on an existing successful pilot project or otherwise provides continued operating funding for an
existing service.

 Existing project achieved projected ridership (20)
 Ridership has increased (compared to pre-project ridership) but has not achieved projected ridership (10)
 Marketing plan to increase ridership to targeted groups (5)

20

Project is derived from a listed strategy within the RATS HSTP or displays innovation 10

Project utilizes or coordinates with existing public and private human service agency transportation providers
or existing public / private transportation providers; or reflects partnerships with non-transit entities and/or
private non-profit / for-profit operators

10

Project promotes likely economic opportunities for persons with disabilities. 10

Project will be operational within a reasonable timeframe

Project is operational within
 6 months (20)
 6-12 months (10)
 over 12 months (5)

20

Agency personnel or contractors are qualified and have appropriate experience to implement project.

 Agency and/or contractor qualifications and experience (including key personnel) demonstrate that they have the
technical and managerial capabilities and experience to conduct the project/operate the service

 10+ years experience (15)
 5+ years experience  (10)
 1+ years experience  (0)

15

Estimate the number of trips that will be generated by the project for the target population

 500 or more new customers (20)
 100-500 new customers (10)
 0-100 new customers (5)

20

.TOTAL 150
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